
F.A.Q’s 
CSF Round 2014 

 
 

 
 
(1) Do I have to wait for my Eligibility Criteria Form to be acknowledged before 

preparing my grant application form? 
No.  If you fulfil the eligibility criteria, proceed with submitting the application form.  
Ineligible organisations will be notified as soon as possible. 

 

(2)     Are organisations eligible to apply for funding under this scheme if they are in  
           receipt of Irish Aid Development Education funding?  

Yes, organisations that are in receipt of project funding under the Irish Aid 
Development Education Grant are eligible. 
 

(3) Does the paper application form have to be submitted at the same time as the 
electronic copy? 
No, we will accept the signed copy of the application form to be submitted to the 
Development Education & Civil Society Section of Irish Aid in Limerick by 20th January, 
2013. 

 
(4) If my organisation’s 2013 accounts are not currently available or finalised, will 2011 

and 2012 audited accounts suffice? 
Yes. NGOs are encouraged to also send in draft 2013 accounts if these are available.   
 

(5)     Is it the Irish audited accounts that must be submitted? 
Yes it is the externally audited accounts for the organisation in Ireland that should be     
sent with the eligibility checklist. 

 
(6) What if organisational audited accounts have been forwarded with the Eligibility 

Checklist but they are not yet on the website as per Section (4) (ii) of the Eligibility 
Criteria Checklist Form? 
As per the eligibility criteria, applicant organisations must have their audited accounts 
available on their website. This must occur at the latest by the eligibility deadline date 
of 10th December, 2013. 
 

(7) What if my organisation does not have a website?  
Irish Aid encourages all partners to have a website in the interest of transparency. 
However, if at this point in time the organisation does not have a website they can still 
be considered eligible. Organisations in this position should type ‘n/a’ beside part (ii) 
of the Eligibility Criteria Checklist Form 

 
(8) Is there a minimum amount that may be applied for? 

There is no minimum amount that may be applied for, however, the maximum that 
organisations may apply for is €200,000 per year.  Applications may be for multi-



annual project support (one, two or three years). The grant can only represent up to 
70% of the total project costs for that year. 
 

(9) Does the 30% match funding have to be sourced in Ireland? 
No, this isn’t a requirement.  

 
(10) With regard to match funding, could a co-funder give the money directly to the 

project or would it have to come through the organisation applying to Irish Aid? 
An organisation must complete the Financial Summary in Section 3 of application to 
include the total cost of the project they are proposing to undertake.  This should 
include the amount requested from Irish Aid, the organisations own resources and 
funding from any other source – a list of funders should be provided.  This funding 
must be available to the organisation.    

 
(11) Are there restrictions on the countries that Irish Aid will provide funding for? 

The proposed areas of intervention that the NGO is requesting funding for must meet 
the OECD DAC definition of Official Development Assistance and take place in a 
country classified as eligible for assistance. See www.oecd.org/dac/stats/methodology 
for details. 

 
(12) What is meant by “a legal representative”? 

A legal representative is a person within the organisation who is legally authorised to 
act on behalf of the organisation (i.e. can sign contracts). 

 
(13) Is there a need to submit partner MOUs with the application form? 

No, there is not. However, they may be requested at a later stage. 
 
(14) Can you give some examples of what you mean by 'programme policies' under    

    codes and policies in the CSF 2014 application form? 
Programme policy is specific to the project being undertaken, e.g. partnership policies 
with partner organisations, advocacy policies, gender related policies, environmental 
policies etc. 
 

(15) Do the Project Costs have to be in the Euro Currency? 
Yes 

 

(16) If unit costs need to be identified though the budget template, in what format 
should this be done? 
The budget template should be used for the main budget headings. A separate budget 
outline can be attached giving a much more detailed breakdown. Please note that if 
you are successful in securing funding, the budget breakdowns that are provided will 
be the format that must be reported against in the project reports. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/methodology


(17) What is meant by “unit costs”?   
While unit costs vary depending on the project, some suggested examples of unit cost 
breakdowns are detailed in the table below: 

 
DIRECT PROJECT COSTS  Units 

Human Resources - Salaries   

Technical Staff ( Expatriate) per month 

Technical Staff ( National) per month 

Administrative Staff (Expatriate) per month 

Administrative Staff ( National) per month 

Per Diems / expenses per month 

Other 
 

  

Travel   

International Travel per flight 

Local Travel  per month 

Persons travelling per flight number 

Per Diems / expenses per month 

Other 
 

  

Equipment & Supplies   

Procurement or Rental of Vehicles Cost per 
vehicle 

Procurement of Motorcycles Cost per unit 

Computers & Related Equipment Cost per unit 

Furniture Cost per unit 

Other 
 

  

Local Office/Running Costs    

Local Vehicle Costs per month 

Office rent per month 

Consumables per month 

Other Costs (Communications; Electricity, 
Maintenance, etc.) 

per month 

Other 
 

  

INDIRECT PROJECT COSTS   

Baseline  Survey lumpsum 

Audit Costs lumpsum 

Financial Services per month 

M&E Travel, Accomodation & per diems per person 

Evaluation  lumpsum 

Administration costs (as a % of total project costs)   

Other   

  

 
 



 
(18) In previous years there was a limitation on the level of salary that Irish Aid 

supported for each staff member (20,000 EUR/year/staff member). Is this still the 
case? 

    The staff salaries cost limitation no longer applies. However, best practice should be  
    followed and value for money will need to be ensured at all times.   

 
(19) Will an appraisal scoring system be used to evaluate CSF 2014 applications and will 

this be available to NGO’s? 
Yes a scoring system will be used as part of the overall appraisal process. Please refer 
to the 2014 CSF Guidelines for Applicant Organisations, Section 5.8 which lists the 
areas under which proposals will be appraised.   Feedback can be provided to 
individual organisations at the  completion of the CSF round. 
 

(20) Will projects that contribute to the four outlined Government priorities, and/or 
projects in sub-Saharan Africa be given extra scores?   
Interventions that focus on one of the four priority areas under the 2014 CSF round, as 
well as projects based in sub-Saharan Africa will be given the opportunity to gain extra 
scores. Please be aware that interventions should have as their main focus  a priority 
area in order to qualify for this priority consideration.  
 

(21) Will a formal appeals process be put in place?  

There will be no formal appeals process under the 2014 call. Applications are 
appraised as part of an open and robust independent process by the Civil Society 
Grants Committee, with support from independent external expertise.  

 
(22) Will there be another CSF funding round for 2014?   

No, it is not anticipated that another CSF funding round will be held in 2014.  
 

(23) Glossary of Terms 

 
Direct project costs: are those costs that can be specifically associated with the 
project (for example project activities/outputs, project staff salaries). Direct project 
costs should be set out at objective and associated output level and should include a 
breakdown by staff and education costs. 

 
Indirect project costs: are costs that are in support of project objectives but not 
necessarily incurred for the project and so cannot be readily associated with the 
project (for example administration costs). Irish Aid will support overhead costs (up to 
10% of the total direct costs) under this category. A description of the overhead costs 
should also be provided. No further indirect costs will be supported by Irish Aid 

 
Administration costs: the administration costs associated with the implementation of 
the Irish Aid funded project. 

 
Goal: is a broad statement of intent, focused on contributions to outcomes in the 
external environment.  



 
Outcome: the overall benefits and/or changes arising in the external environment. 
Outcomes refer to the longer term results achieved. 

 
Objective: specific statements of intent that indicate how the goal is to be achieved, in 
other words the expected result at the end of the planned intervention. These are 
defined in such a way as to allow subsequent assessment as to whether or not they 
are achieved and will be associated with specific quantifiable targets. 

 
Outputs: outputs provide a more specific and tangible indication of achievement for a 
given amount of resources. They can be both quantitative and qualitative in nature 
and serve to identify and possibly measure progress in a specific area of activity. 
Outputs are also the shorter term results or product of actions and activities and may 
be Irish Aid or externally related. 

 
Sector: a sector is a coherent set of services and/or activities relating to a specific 
function which can be relevantly distinguished in terms of policies, institutions and 
finances, and which need to be looked at together in order to make a meaningful 
assessment. 

 

Programme policy is specific to the project being undertaken, e.g. partnership policies 
with partner organisations, advocacy policies, gender related policies, environmental 
policies etc..  

 
 

 


