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Frequently Asked Questions  
Global Citizenship Education - Grant Call 2022 
   
________________________________________  
 
 
 
 

1. Why has the name of the Grant Scheme changed? 
In line with the new Strategy and to reflect new thinking, nationally and globally, we are 
changing the term we use to describe our work from Development Education to Global 
Citizenship Education. Our programme will continue to be underpinned by the 12 core 
principles as set out in the Code of Good Practice for Development Education (IDEA 2019). 
 

2. Do all organisations have to submit eligibility criteria forms? 
If an organisation was deemed eligible to apply for funding in the 2019, 2020 or 2021 
Development Education Call for Proposal they do not need to complete this step of the 
application process and can proceed directly to submitting the application form and related 
documents.  
 

3. Does an organisation have to wait for an Eligibility Criteria Form to be acknowledged 
before preparing a grant application form?  

Yes.  All applicants who are required to submit an eligibility criteria form will be notified of 
their eligibility status by 30 November 2021.  Eligible organisations should then proceed to 
complete the Global Citizenship Grant 2022 application form. If an organisation has not heard 
from Irish Aid by this date, please contact Irish Aid to confirm the status of the eligibility 
request. 
 

4. Are organisations eligible to apply for funding under this call if they are in receipt of 
Irish Aid Civil Society funding? 

Organisations that are in receipt of funding from the Civil Society Fund (CSF) are eligible. 
However, organisations in receipt of Civil Society Programme Grants or are Strategic Partners 
on Global Citizenship Education are not generally eligible to apply.  
 

5. Please advise in relation to the requirement to have available audited accounts for 
the past two years 

Organisations must submit annual accounts for the two most recent available financial years, 
which are both: 
Externally and independently audited in cases where the annual organisational income 
exceeds €100,000.  
Available on the organisation’s website by 26 November 2021. 
 

6. Do the annual audited accounts have to be submitted along with the Eligibility 
Criteria Form? 

Organisations with annual income over €100,000 must submit the past two years’ externally 
audited accounts, along with the completed Eligibility Criteria Form. Organisations with 
annual income below €100,000 must also submit the previous two years’ accounts, but they 
do not need to be externally audited. 
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As per the Charity Commission NI, an independent examination is needed for all registered 
charities that have a gross income up to £500,000 in the relevant financial year. For charities 
with gross income exceeding £500,000 in the relevant financial year a statutory audit is 
required. 
Organisations not required to submit an eligibility criteria form should submit these (audited) 
accounts with their applications forms. 
 

7. What if organisational audited accounts have been forwarded with the Eligibility 
Criteria Form  or main application form but they are not yet on the website as per 
Section (2) (ii) of the Form? 

As per the eligibility criteria, applicant organisations must have their audited accounts 
available on their website, at the latest by the eligibility deadline date of 26 November 2021. 
 

8. What if an organisation does not have a website? 
Irish Aid strongly encourages all partners to have a website in the interest of transparency.  
However, if at this point in time your organisation does not have a website, it can still be 
considered eligible.   
 

9. What if I want to work in partnership with other organisations?  
Irish Aid welcomes and encourages partnership between organisations working on Global 
Citizenship Education.  See question 11 for further details 
 

10. What is the criteria for sub-grantees? 
The main applicant will be financially accountable to IA for funding received including any 
funds sub-granted.  Any application which includes a proposal to sub-grant should set out 
(in Section 5.3) what due diligence the main applicant will carry out of the sub-grantee 
including in relation to organisational capacity and audit, and how they will monitor 
implementation.  It would be important that the main applicant has a pre-existing 
relationship with the sub-grantee and it is also preferable that the main applicant has 
previous experience of sub-granting. If an organisation is on-granting, a flow of fund 
reporting template must be requested from Irish Aid  
 

11. Could the innovation part of the project involve sub-granting to another partner? 
Yes, provided the issues as set out in Question 11 above have been clearly addressed. 
 

12. Is an ‘Own Contribution’ or income from ‘Other Funders’ necessary towards the cost 
of the project in order to be successful with an application? 

No.  However, a contribution from sources other than Irish Aid towards the full cost of the 
project is desirable.  
 

13. Can you elaborate on what is meant by in kind contribution in the budget? 
We value in-kind contributions including volunteering, These contributions should not   be  
included in the main budget but in a separate table as set out  in the budget  template. 
 

14. What are eligible costs / what costs are allowed? 
 
Direct Costs are those costs that can be specifically associated with the project (for example 
project activities/outputs, project personnel salaries).  Direct project costs should be set out 
at objective and associated output level and should include a breakdown under the following 
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headings; project personnel costs, event costs (i.e. venue hire, equipment hire, refreshments, 
IT platforms to support virtual events, etc.), project transport costs (if required) and material 
costs/fees, (i.e. printed materials, QQI fees or other course/qualification fees etc.) Monitoring 
and Evaluation of the project can also be included as a direct cost.  Partners are strongly 
encouraged to ensure an evaluation of the project takes place periodically.  
 
Indirect Costs are costs that are in support of project objectives but not necessarily incurred 
for the project and so cannot be readily associated with the project (for example 
administration, audit, financial services,). Irish Aid will support overhead costs (up to 10% of 
the total direct costs requested from Irish Aid) under this category. Please note that it will be 
considered a serious compliance issue if indirect costs exceed 10% of the Irish Aid grant. 
 

15. Is there a limit on staff costs for those not directly involved in project delivery? 
Yes, 10% indirect costs. 
 

16. For personnel costs, is the full salary of the staff member covered? 
The full cost of the relevant person(s) working on the project can be charged to the project if 
they are working 100% on the project. If they are working a portion of their time on the 
project, then a percentage cost should be charged. This should be clarified in the final table 
of the budget. 
 

17. Can resources to evaluate the project be funded? 
If a project has been operating for a number of years and it is agreed between Irish Aid and 
the partner that an independent evaluation would be beneficial for the specific project then 
evaluation costs can be included under direct project costs.  
 

18. Is the Monitoring & Evaluation line to be used for external evaluation only? 
No, it can be used to cover costs associated with both monitoring and evaluation of the 
project being funded. 
 

19. Is there a minimum amount that may be applied for?  
Only applications for a minimum of €10,000 annually will be considered.  The maximum that 
organisations may apply for is €180,000 annually.   
 

20. Is the maximum threshold for grants still €180,000 including the Innovation 
Challenge Fund (ICF) and if so if an organisation is already in receipt of the 
maximum grant does that mean they cannot apply for the ICF? 

Yes, the maximum threshold will remain at €180,000.  Most partners apply for funding well 
below this threshold  so we do not anticipate this will be an issue.  
 

21. How much funding has been allocated for the ICF and what are the size of potential 
grants? 

There has been €200,000 ring fenced for the ICF, we have not set a minimum/maximum  
amount  for specific  ICF applications which will  be embedded in the broader GCE 
applications. The key criteria will be whether the applicant has presented a clear, coherent 
and credible proposal for the ICF and has the capacity to implement.  
 

22. In the Results Framework, a broader outcome may include a new 
output/activity/audience; can the outcome be repeated for the ICF line? 
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Yes 
 

23. What is the Income dependency rule? 
Income received from Irish Aid, either directly or indirectly, must not exceed 90% of the 
overall organisation income of the applicant.  Otherwise, the applicant is deemed ineligible 
under the call. 
 

24. Does the 20-page limit for the application form exclude the guidance pages at the 
end of the form? 

Yes, it does.  The page limit is 20 pages excluding Annexes A, B and guidance.  The guidance 
pages should be removed before submitting the application. 
 

25. Do you need to meet/hit all 5 outputs from the strategy? 
No, there is a section in the application where you can say how you are contributing and to 
which output/s. 
 

26. Is the development of resources supported under this call? 
Yes.  A proposal for the development of resources is deemed eligible for funding in the 2022 
grant round, where there is a clearly identified need or gap in available resources.  Please 
note that printing of resources is not deemed eligible expenditure, other than materials 
required, for example, for workshops. All resources should be shared with 
www.developmenteducation.ie. Please refer to the most recent audit of development 
education resources which is currently being finalised by 80:20. 
 

27. Is funding for projects with post-primary schools provided under the 2022 Grants 
call? 

No.  Irish Aid has agreed a strategic programme for all support to post-primary schools 
through its WorldWise Global Schools Programme (WWGS). This programme (which includes 
a small grant scheme) encompasses all post-primary school based Global Citizenship 
Education activities including support for school linking and immersion, curriculum 
development and CPD courses with teachers. 
 

28. Is work with primary schools eligible under the 2022 Grants call? 
Yes.  Primary schools work is eligible under the Global Citizenship Education Grant call.  
Proposals confined to individual schools are ineligible. 
 

29. Will an appraisal scoring system be used to evaluate 2022 application? 
Yes.  A scoring system will be used as part of the overall appraisal process.  Feedback will be 
provided to individual organisations at the completion of the Global Citizenship Education 
Grant call. 
 
The five areas under which proposals will be appraised will be as follows: 
 
Project proposal – quality of proposed project and capacity to deliver. 40 points 
Global Citizenship Education approach.     28 points 
Strategic Approach        6 points 
Evidence of Change        6 points 
Governance and Financial oversight       20 points 
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Innovation Challenge Fund (optional)     10 points 
 

30. Will the previous annual budget/grant funded to an applicant be a consideration in 
appraising new proposal and any request for increased funding? 

It will be a consideration but not the only one. If an organisation has previously received 
funding then we would look at quality and compliance in regards to previous reporting as 
well as the quality of the proposal submitted. The budget narrative is important to explain 
where an increase is requested what it will be used for and what resources/capacity are in 
place to deliver. 
 

31. Does the appraisal allow for the project to be funded if the ICF component is 
rejected? 

Yes, the project will be appraised in line with the guidelines and agreed criteria, a strong 
quality proposal may be funded on its own merits using the 100 point baseline if the ICF 
component is not recommended for funding. 
 

32. Is there a formal appeals process? 
No. Applicants are appraised as part of an open and robust process by the Global Citizenship 
Education Grants Committee, with support from independent external experts representing 
various sectors. These appraisal reports will be available to applicants. 
 

33. What is meant by a “legal representative”? 
A legal representative is a person within the organisation who is legally authorised to act on 
behalf of the organisation i.e. can sign contracts. 
 

34. What are the rules governing the use of the Irish Aid logo? 
Organisations receiving support from Irish Aid are required to comply with the logo and 
publicity guidelines.  All recipients of Irish Aid funding are required to acknowledge  
Department of Foreign Affairs support in all publications or publicity material (including online 
material) related to the programme and, where appropriate, at project sites.  All resources 
and learning materials produced should state the following - This resource/ training 
course/etc. is funded by Irish Aid at the Department of Foreign Affairs. Irish Aid is the 
Government’s overseas development programme which supports partners working in some of 
the world’s poorest countries. Irish Aid also supports global citizenship and development 
education in Ireland to encourage learning and public engagement with global issues. Such 
reports and publications must clearly state that the ideas, opinions and comments therein are 
entirely the responsibility of its author(s) and do not necessarily represent or reflect DFA policy. 
Prior written authorisation for the use of the Irish Aid logo must in all cases be obtained from 
Irish Aid.  Audited accounts must also explicitly include reference to the contribution from 
Irish Aid. 
 

35. How can an organisation apply for DEAR co-funding? 
An organisation applying for EU funding for a Development Education and Awareness Raising 
(DEAR) project can apply to Irish Aid for DEAR co-funding. When the organisation is applying 
to the EU, a letter should be sent to Irish Aid providing an overview of the project and the 
projected co-funding requested. Irish Aid may then agree to provide this funding subject to 
final appraisal and approval by the EU. No deadline applies to this process.  
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In each year, the maximum funding available is up to 10% of total funds received from the 
European Union by the Irish based organisation.  Funding is available for a maximum three-
year period, and will be limited to one per organisation for the duration of each grant. 
 
 

36.  What is the “success rate” for organisations applying for funding?  
 
 

Funding Analysis 2019 to 2021 

  
Applications 
received  Funded Not Funded 

Projects 
funded 
Under €50k €50k - €100k Over €100k 

2019 34 29 5 19 8 2 

2020 34 23 11 14 6 3 

2021 30 16* 14 13 2 1 

 *13 organisations also received year 2 funding from 2020 grants round 
 


